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BOOK NOTICES. 

Laird & Lee's Vest-Pocket Littr6-Webster Dictionary. English- 
French and French-English. By Max Maury. 290 pp. Laird & Lee, 
Chicago, 1899. 

This little lexicon gives 60,000 words, meanings, and idioms, discusses French 
pronunciation, and summarizes French grammar. Its aim is to supply the pub- 
lic with a practical interpretation of French for every-day use, including all the 
more common idioms. It also contains conversion tables for Fahrenheit and centi- 
grade temperatures, and for American and metric weights and measures. 

China and Methodism. By James W. Bashford. II8 pp. Jennings & 
Graham, Cincinnati, and Eaton & Mains, New York, I906. (Price, 35 cents.) 

Half of this booklet is given to an account of the land, the people and the re- 
ligions of China. Many missionary writings have geographical value because 
their authors frequently possess an intimate acquaintance with the geography and 
people of little-known lands. This small volume, while dealing largely with 
missionary effort, has geographical interest. The author attributes to a geo- 
graphical reason the fact that Szechuen Province more strongly opposed foreign 
missionaries than most other provinces of the Empire. It takes a traveller ten 

days to ascend the Yangtse from Shang-hai to Ichang, thirty days to reach 

Chungking, the commercial metropolis of Szechuen, and fifty days to reach Chentu, 
the capital of Szechuen. The enormous difficulty of reaching the province pre- 
vented the people from seeing many foreigners, and they were naturally timid and 
fearful of the effects of the foreign religion. Tragical incidents of the Boxer 

uprising are narrated, and some of them show how bravely Christian converts 
suffered martyrdom rather than deny their faith. 

The Tourist's India. By Eustace Reynolds-Ball. xii and 364 pp., 
28 Illustrations, Map, Appendix, and Index. Swan Sonnenschein & Go., Lon- 

don, I907. 

This is not a guide book in the usual sense, but a popular sketch of the topo- 
graphical, archaological, historical, and social aspects of the great show cities 
and tourist centres of India. The author has confined his attention to the regions 
which the tourist frequents, and what he says of them is readable and often pictur- 
esque. He regards India as quite unsuited to a tourist possessed of a highly 
nervous and emotional temperament: 

The trying fluctuations of temperature, and the inevitable discomforts and petty worries of travel, 
will in great measure neutralize the good effects of a sunny and genial winter climate. 

With the exception of the fashionable hill stations, Simla, Darjeeling, and 
others, there are not a dozen hotels in India which would rank as first class ac- 

cording to the European standard. The only thing that can be said for them is 
that the charges are moderate. Perhaps the marked development of the tourist 
traffic will effect a general change, as it has already done at Bombay, where the 

leading hotel, recently completed, is a magnificent building and thoroughly 
modern. 
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